The Black Death

Introduction 

In 1348 a deadly disease invaded Europe. No one knew where the disease came from, how it started, or how it spread. Rumors began to circulate and mass hysteria ensued. Europeans began to panic and immediately set out to find the cause as well as a remedy for the disease. Without much background in science, often their cures were futile. This disease came to be known as the "Black Death", now known as the Bubonic or Black Plague. Begin by reading the passage below:

 "Those infected felt themselves penetrated by a pain throughout their whole bodies and, so to say, undermined. Then there developed in their thighs or on their upper arms a boil.... This infected the whole body and penetrated it so far that the patient violently vomited blood. This vomiting of blood continued without intermission for three days, there being no means of healing it, and then the patient expired.... Soon men hated each other so much that, if a son was attacked by the disease, his father would not tend him. If, in spite of all, he dared to approach him, he was immediately infected and... was bound to expire within three days. Nor was this all: all those...dwelling in the same house with him...followed him in death."

From the account of the plague by Michael Platiensis (1357), quoted in Johannes Nohl, The Black Death, trans. C.H. Clarke (London: George Allen & Unwin Ltd., 1926), pp. 18-20.

Task 
Part I - Research:

You are to assume the role of a doctor, a butcher, a merchant, a priest/nun, a lord/lady, a knight or a peasant in the Middle Ages. Your task is to write six journal entries from the point of view of your chosen character, describing the sights, sounds and smells of the Bubonic Plague.  Use the following questions to organize your research:
1. Background:  How and where did it start? 

a. What were the symptoms?  (sights, sounds, smells)
b. How did it spread? 

c. Why did it spread so rapidly? (Think about health and sanitation in Medieval Europe) 

2. Reactions:  What were the different reactions to the plague? 

a. What was done to stop the spread of the disease? 

b. Were there any doctors? If so, what did they "prescribe"? 

3. End:  How did it end? Explain. 

4. Effects:  What were the social effects of the plague? 

a. What were the economic effects of the plague? 

b. What were the political effects of the plague? 

c. What were the religious effects of the plague? 

Part II - Journal Entries:

You must give a firsthand account of the Black Plague based upon the above research.  You should demonstrate your knowledge of the Black Plague. 
· Create a Medieval Character for yourself, including a name and country of origin.  (Make sure it is a realistic name for that time period & a country when the plague happened.)

· Write 5 journal entries in character .

1. Tell me who you are—your occupation, social status, family, etc.  

2. Describe your first knowledge of the new disease spreading throughout Europe.

3. Include information about misconceptions that people around you (and you) have about what causes the plague, how to cure it, avoid it, etc.  

4. Catch the plague—or have someone else catch it—and describe the symptoms.

5. Describe the reaction around you to the disease 
Evaluation: 

Journal Entries – 20 points

	Journal Entry Criteria
	All-Star

4
	Professional

3
	Semi-Pro

2
	Amateur

1

	Purpose
	Strong voice and tone that clearly addresses the purpose for writing. 

	Strong voice and tone that clearly addresses the purpose for writing. 

	Attempts to use personal voice and tone. Somewhat addresses the intended purpose. 

	Demonstrates limited awareness of use of voice and tone. Limited evidence of intended purpose. 


	Understanding
	Many interesting, specific facts and ideas are included. 

	Many facts and ideas are included. 

	Some facts and ideas are included. 

	Few facts and ideas are included. 


	Conventions
	All grammar and spelling is correct. 

	Only one or two grammar and spelling errors. 

	A few grammar and spelling errors. 

	Many grammar and spelling errors. 



• Impact Of the Black Death– 10 points
To be included within the journal entries:

How did this disease change life for people in Western Europe? How did it affect the population? How did it affect towns and cities? How did it affect life?  Were there any positive outcomes from this tragedy?  

Creativity and Effort – 5 points
• The Journal is put together creatively and shows effort in research and presentation. 

• The Journal includes graphics and/or pictures.

• The Journal is neatly written or typed.

Total Points Possible – 35 points

Resources:

Causes - http://history.howstuffworks.com/middle-ages/black-death4.htm


Effects/Impact - http://history.howstuffworks.com/middle-ages/black-death3.htm


Medieval Cures/Treatment - http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/cures_for_the_black_death.htm


Today's Cures/Treatment/Prevention - http://www.medicinenet.com/plague/article.htm


Other helpful websites:

http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/plague.htm
http://lifeloom.com/MLTBlackDeath.htm
http://www.themiddleages.net/plague.html
http://science.nationalgeographic.com/science/health-and-human-body/human-diseases/plague-article/
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/medieval/history/highmiddle/plague.htm
Black Death Journal Template
Congratulations!!! You are living in the year 1349, the worst year of the black death!!
3 Bs
Be historically accurate

Be creative!

Be as detailed as possible
Journal of (First name   Last Name)                                    
Bubonic Plague 
Location (Country and City or region) 

Year

Each entry should begin with the calendar date; year and location followed by that days’ journal entry. Use the following examples as a guide.

 November 3, 1349 (You choose date and location based on your research) 
 London, England 
In a well-written entry, describe what your character sees when encountering the plague for the first time.
Paint a word picture that tells the reader

 ·    what visual symptoms the victims exhibit.

 ·    what discomforts the victim complain

 ·    what the character smelled and felt; how the town is handling the situation

 .    was if the character was scared, confused, angry, mad etc…


November 10, 1349
London, England
Continue your journal by writing what the Character believes causes the illness. Include the misconceptions about causes, cures, treatments, etc. 

November 17, 1349
London, England
Tell your readers what a person, who has contracted the plague, goes through from first signs of illness through death or cure.
Be descriptive and factual.

November 6, 1349
London, England
 .
What is the character doing to protect him/herself from catching the disease?

 .
What is he or she wearing to protect himself or herself?

 .
What preventive measures are they taking in hygiene?

 .
What foods, animals, people and/or places are they avoiding?


November 7, 1349
London, England
Here, your Character describes what his/her surroundings are like.

 .
How many people are dying?

 .
What are those not yet sick doing?

 .
Are they scared? Is the doctor scared?

 .
Is there panic?

 .
Where do the sick go?

 .
What is done with the dead?

